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Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the 
accompanying information is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 
1 .98. Also enclosed is a copy of a Notice of Reasons of Refusal issued in a corresponding 
Japanese application, and a translation thereof. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed. 

The information is submitted before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing 
of a Request for Continued Examination under 37 C.F.R. §1.114. Continued examination is 
requested and the fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(e) accompanies the present 
submission. 

To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It^ 
is respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this form be returned to the 
undersigned. 
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DATE OF DELIVERY OF THE NOTICE: February 21, 2006 



PATENT APPLICATION NUMBER:' 

DATE OF DRAFT OF THE NOTICE 

EXAMINER 

AGENTS : 
PATENT LAW: 



NOTIFICATION OF REASONS OF REFUSAL 

Hll-337748 MAR 0 7 ^Qflg 



MASAKI TATSUZAWA 

TAMOTSU AOYAMA and two others 
Section 2 9(2) ■ 



The application is deemed to be rejected according to 
following reasons. The applicant may submit an opinion, if any, 
within sixty days from the date of delivery of this notice. 

REASON 

It is deemed that the inventions described in claims 1 
to 3 could easily be made, prior to the filing of the patent 
application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which 
the invention pertains, on the basis of an invention or inventions 
described in a publication or publications mentioned below, 
distributed in Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing of the 
patent application. Therefore, the application is refused in 
accordance with the Patent Law, Section 29(2) . 

NOTES 

Claims 1-3. 
Documents 1-4 . 

As described in Documents 1 and 2, an image forming 
apparatus having a test print mode includes an image processor 
having a density converter for converting image data to density 
data and processes the image data, a test print controller for 
performing a test print, and a storage device shared by the image 
processor and the test print controller. In a test print, the 



test print controller is connected to the storage device, while in 
a normal print, the image processor is connected to the storage 
device. In a test print, the data for the test print is stored in 
the storage device, while in a normal print, the data converted by 
the density converter is stored in the storage device for the 
image processing. This is a known art (hereinafter referred to as 
first known art) . 

On the other hand, as described in Documents 3 and 4, it 
is known to have a configurable device such as a field 
programmable gate array wherein a circuit structure for processing 
digital data such as print data can be configured. This is a 
known art (hereinafter referred to as second known art) . It could 
easily be "made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to adopt 
the technology of the second known art as a circuit structure for 
processing the data for a test print and the image data for a 
normal print, in the ima^^^ processing . apparatus of - the first known 
art . 

Prior art list: 

1. S62-281561 

2. Hll-179939 

3. Hll-165434 

4. H07-135447 



RECORD OF PRIOR ART SEARCH 
Search Field IPC B41J 5/30 

Prior Art Documents 

H07-009677 

Hll-266373 

Hll-138955 

Hll-147335 

Hll-105371 

This record is not a part of the reasons of rejection. 

Any questions on of this notification may be asked to 
Masaki Tatsuzawa of the Patent Office, Examination Section 1, 
Print and Printer (tel. 03-3581-1101, extension 3259). 
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